
Annual FCH Organ Concert a Hit in Palatine
For the first time, the annual concert for the benefit of Faith Community Homes was 
held in Palatine at All Saints Lutheran Church.  Our thanks go out to Pastor Jennifer 
Moland-Kovash and Doug Williams, Director of Music Ministries at All Saints, for 
hosting the event on March 6. Approximately 130 attendees enjoyed the beautiful, 
varied selections offered by some of the best organists, cellists and pianists in the area 
including:

Paul Cochran, St. John United Church of Christ, Arlington Heights
Carrie Kuehm, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Palatine
Richard Leasure, past organist/director at several churches in the area
Donald Mead, St. Luke Church, Chicago 
Ken Spengler, Christ Lutheran Church, Palatine
Linda Styczek, St. John United Church of Christ, Arlington Heights
Christopher Urban, First Presbyterian Church, Arlington Heights
Doug Williams, All Saints Lutheran Church, Palatine
Vera Wisniewski, Christ Lutheran Church, Palatine

Special thanks and appreciation once again go to Paul Cochran for his overall 
coordination and organization of the event.  Paul’s leadership has made this a “must 
see” musical happening each year.

Finally, thank you to the enthusiastic attendees who continue to demonstrate their 
support for the FCH mission through both their presence at events and through their 
generous financial contributions.
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• Upcoming Events •

Tasting Event at d’Vine 
Wine and Gifts

Please join us for a tasting event 
at d’Vine Wine and Gifts, 243 E. 
Northwest Highway, Palatine, on 
Saturday, June 11, between 3-6PM.  
Stop by any time in the late afternoon 
for wine, craft beer and olive oil tastings.  
Enjoy light appetizers, raffles, and a 
casual, friendly atmosphere.  Tickets 
are $30.  d’Vine Wine will also donate 
10% of any store sales purchased by 
ticket buyers.  For more information, 
contact the FCH office at 847-342-
0846 or visit www.fchomes.org.

Annual Fundraiser at 
Metropolis

Mark your calendars for our annual FCH 
fundraising event on Sunday, October 
23, at 5pm.  Once again, we will begin 
with a reception in the Metropolis 
Ballroom featuring heavy appetizers, 
cocktails, silent auction and raffles.  
We will then proceed to the Metropolis 
Theatre for entertainment, awards, 
and live auction.  The festivities will 
conclude by 8pm.  Please plan to join 
us for a fun and memorable evening 
in support of our FCH families.

Support FCH through 
Amazon Smile

When you make a purchase on 
Amazon, think about checking 
into Amazon Smile before you 
finalize that purchase and select 
FCH as your charity of choice.    It 
will cost you nothing, but FCH will 
receive a portion of your purchase 
price.       

Age No Barrier in Supporting Families of Faith Community Homes
There are many individuals and groups that support FCH on a regular basis through their donations and/or talents. Here 
we highlight two wonderful initiatives:

A quilting group in Arlington Heights called Q40 made and donated quilts for each FCH family member. Each of the 54 
quilts is its own work of art and both age and gender appropriate.  Our great thanks go to the ladies of Q40 for their 
time, energy, and skills in creating such magnificent works of art.

A troop of 5th grade Girl Scouts wanted to provide sandals for children in FCH families. As 
there are 16 girls in the troop, sizes were provided for the 16 youngest children. While the 
girls enjoyed shopping for the shoes, they told their Leader that they also wanted to create 
something themselves for the children. Thus, they were guided in making Beanie Baby 
type “sock dolls” to go along with their gift of sandals. What a wonderful demonstration 
of caring and charity demonstrated by these Scouts!

Message from the Board Chair 
Happy Spring!  It is great to hear the birds singing in the 
morning...see the early arriving flowers blooming...the trees and 
bushes showing signs of new life after a long cold winter...it’s a 
beautiful thing. Your ongoing support and generosity to FCH is 
also a beautiful thing. The commitments you have made to our 
program has allowed us to increase the number of low-income 
families we can serve in our community. And there are many in 
need.

This Spring we say goodbye to three families completing their 
time under FCH’s care and we are pleased to be able to report they are moving on in 
a much stronger and more secure position than when they entered our care two years 
ago. What a blessing! We are currently in the interviewing process of new families we 
believe can benefit from the FCH program.

I want to thank those of you who were able to attend our Organ Concert in March and 
our two dining experiences. Thank you for your support and participation. Be on the 
lookout for another opportunity to support FCH while having fun with your friends.  
An event is in the planning stage for June.
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Thank You to Our FCH Churches/Organizations
Many thanks go to the Churches and religious 
organizations for their continuous support.    
Faith Community Homes would not exist 
without you.
• Chapel of St. John the Beloved, 
   Lutheran Home and Services
• Christian Church of Arlington Heights
• Clerics of St. Viator
• Congregational United Church Of Christ
• Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist
• Faith Lutheran Church
• First Church Of Christ, Scientist
• First Presbyterian Church of Arlington 
   Heights
     • First Presbyterian Church Men’s Club 
     • First Presbyterian Church 
         Presbyterian Women
• First United Methodist Church of Arlington 
    Heights
     • FUMCAH Women’s Group
• Our Saviour’s  Lutheran Church
• Palatine Presbyterian Women
• Saint John XXIII Community

• Southminster Presbyterian Church
• St. Edna Parish Outreach Ministry
• St James Parish
       • St. Clare’s Guild, St James Parish 
       • St. Bernadette Guild
       • St. Gerard Guild
       • St. Jude Guild
• St. John United Church of Christ
• St. Theresa Church, Palatine
• St. Thomas of Villa Nova, Palatine
• St. Viator High School Student Body

Local Governments Support Faith 
Community Homes
Palatine Township
Wheeling Township
Village of Arlington Heights

Rotary Club of Palatine Supports Faith 
Community Homes
Thanks go to the Rotary Club for their 
financial support of our work with low income 
families in the Palatine area. Their support is 
greatly appreciated. 
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Special thanks to Palatine 
Township, Wheeling Township, 

and the Village of Arlington
 Heights for providing significant 

financial assistance as well 
as help to our client families.
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A New, Easy Way to Help Faith 
Community Homes    

When you go to the FCH website (www.fchhomes.org) to make a donation, you will find 
that you have an opportunity to make recurring donations monthly, quarterly or yearly. This 
is a convenient way to remember Faith Community Homes. Your recurring donations can 
be cancelled at any time; the instructions are on the donation page.   

Another way to help Faith Community Homes is to include the transaction fee in your 
donation. This option is also on our donation page. This will add a small extra amount 
to your donation credit card bill, but we will receive the entire amount that you intend to 
donate. On Line donation systems all charge a transaction fee for the credit card transaction, 
and this option helps us receive the donation you intend for us.

Local Restaurants Participate in Programs 
to Benefit Faith Community Homes    

“Eat and Earn” is a great way for FCH supporters to contribute indirectly to the mission 
while showing patronage to local businesses.  It’s easy.  Local restaurants partner with 
FCH to choose one or two days to donate a percentage of their sales during those days.  
Customers present a flyer obtained from the FCH website, an email blast, or an FCH board 
member.  The restaurant tallies all sales from these customers and gives a pre-determined 
percentage to FCH.     

FCH would like to thank Francesca Tavola and California Pizza Kitchen for their generosity 
by participating in the Eat and Earn program during  two specific days in February and April, 
respectively.  Due to the participation of many of our supporters and friends, FCH received 
close to $800.00.  For future opportunities to support FCH, check our website as we are in 
the process of planning another “Eat and Earn” in early fall.  

Executive Director’s Message 
As we are rapidly moving into 2016, we are very grateful for all the support many of you have been giving 
FCH. We have been starting new families and expect that many more will be coming. The families we 
are working with are all very grateful for the support you give; this helps them become financially stable 
and gives them encouragement as they learn that people do care about them.

The future holds challenges and opportunities. We encounter many families with very difficult problems. 
Often we cannot assist, but we try to lead them to other resources that may be able to help. One of 
the biggest challenges is helping single parents. Most of our families now are single parent families. This 
seems to be a trend across the country and leads to many challenging issues with only one wage earner.    

A new opportunity that is now being developed in Cook County is coordinated entry into services for 
people needing housing. A significant amount of Federal money is being allocated to this project as 

HUD has seen that services can be utilized more efficiently if there is a consistent method for evaluating the needs of people and 
connecting them with available resources. This is starting with government funded programs, but the intent is to eventually include 
all services providing help to people in need of housing assistance. At some point, Faith Community Homes may become part of 
this system.

The problem for many families is simply the gap between income and the cost of housing. In our area of the northwest suburbs, 
the lowest rent that can be found for an apartment is around $900 per month. And that is only for a one bedroom apartment.    
Families with 2 or more children may have to pay over $1000 a month for a larger apartment. With that rent, a family must be 
earning around $36,000 per year, or around $17 per hour. That income will suffice, but if the family runs into any health problem 
or other emergency situation that drains income, then there can be problems. We are also receiving calls for help from retired Baby 
Boomers who are now receiving Social Security that is less than $3,000 per month.    


