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Giving Hope and Annual Appeal Garner Record-Setting Support

Faith Community Homes will be able to assist several
more families and expand services in 2018 thanks to
the tremendous response of its supporters. The Giving
Hope fundraiser, held on September 24 at the Metropolis
Ballroom in Arlington Heights, netted a record $62,000+
for the organization and the families that it assists. The
annual appeal, mailed out to past donors and event
attendees on December 1, surpassed the budgeted
goal by more than 60%.

The Giving Hope event included appetizers, raffles,
a silent auction and entertainment by comedian Brian
Hicks, followed by headliner Rocky LaPorte of “Comedy Central” fame. It also featured two of the families in the
program sharing their stories of challenge and success. The
personal accounts were followed by a “Funds for Families”
auction-style appeal through which event participants
committed to funding additional families in 2018.

The substantial donations received through the two events
allows the organization to expand its services to begin
funding education and training for parents with a goal of
preparing them for better, higher paying jobs. “The wonderful
generosity of our supporters will have a direct and meaningful
impact on the lives of the families we serve,” says Jim Mayer,
Board Chair of Faith Community Homes. “The additional
funds will be critical to helping our families achieve higher
levels of employability and income.”

In 2017, FCH served 25 families through rental housing
financial support, mentoring and other support services. A
total of 10 families graduated from the program, all of whom
are in a better position now than when they came into the
program.

To all who supported the efforts of Faith Community Homes
in 2017 through donations, sponsorships, attendance at
events, and volunteerism, a heartfelt thank you for your
generosity and support of the mission! (See Giving Hope
sponsors on page 3)
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Special thanks to Elk Grove
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Volunteer Spotlight

In each newsletter, we will feature volunteers who have an impact on
the success of Faith Community Homes. In this issue, we recognize the
volunteers who oversee the food pantry.

Tina Richards (right) and Connie Wayman (left) are responsible for collecting
and storing the donated food for the FCH pantry on a weekly basis. Primarily
donated by members of First Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights, Tina
and Connie sort the food and personal products into categories, pull out
any expired products, and prepare for distribution to FCH families. Both Tina
and Connie have a history of volunteering and strongly support the mission
of Faith Community Homes. As Tina states, “It's gratifying and meaningful to
help people in our community who are down on their luck facing challenging
circumstances.” Thanks to Tina and Connie for their dedication to the cause!

Faith Community Homes Financials

Faith Community Homes is growing and has done so quite consistently since its
inception. This is accomplished without major funding from our State or Federal
Governments. The mission strives to maintain fundraising and administrative
expenses at a minimum in order to fund programs at the maximum level. Pie
charts for 2017 expense and income distribution appear below:

Expenses Income

19.6%

59%
Il Program
I Fundraising
Administrative

B Church Support
B Government Support
Fundraising



Rolling Meadows Football Team Scores Again

Coach Matt Mishler and his Rolling Meadows High School football team have sponsored an annual food
drive for Faith Commmunity Homes for the past several years. On October 21, the team once again came
together to collect and bag items for FCH families. Thanks to Coach Matt and his Mustangs for once again
demonstrating their generosity of time and community spirit!

Giving Hope 2017 Sponsors

Sponsorships at FCH events are key to their success. Our thanks go to those individuals and companies
that served as sponsors at our September event.
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Big Thanks to All Who Provided Financial Support

It is amazing and gratifying to see so much support come from so many people, businesses and

organizations. Between our donors and volunteers, Faith Community Homes is truly a community of caring,
dedicated people who have faith that, together, we can all make a difference. Your support is greatly
appreciated and helps us bring families to a more secure existence.
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A THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS THANK YOU!

Many “Friends of FCH” — individuals, families, Church groups, book clubs, Scout Troops, staff and clients
of businesses — reached out with caring hearts and generous spirits to the families we serve, providing
them with a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Plitek Industries — 13 turkeys for families
Girl Scout Troop — all the fixings for the Thanksgiving dinner, including pumpkin pie, baking pans and recipes
Advanced Health Institute — 2 turkeys and all the fixings for 2 families’ Thanksgiving dinner

Anne Berry — Christmas tree with lights and ornaments
Judith Kriston — Christmas tree with lights
Kyle and Millie Campbell - Christmas tree with lights and ornaments
Steve and Mary Salm and Boy Scout Troop — 10 live Christmas wreaths for families
Frank Patzke& Suzanne Carcello (Guidant Wealth Management) — tickets for 18 FCH family members to attend
the Metropolis “Christmas Carol” performance
Kiwanis Club of Arlington Hts — Delivered prepared Christmas meals from Mariano’s to 7 families ($65 each)
Arlington Hts Newcomers Club — 15 large fruit baskets for families
Jan LeTourneau and book club — 20 children’s Christmas books
Alessa Garola — 25 children’s books
The Book Bunch (book club of 6 members) — provided 6 children with pajamas and a book
For Papa’s Sake (Home Care agency) — Christmas gift for all families
Parents’ Day Out (1st Pres. Church) — slippers, socks, and gloves for 51 children
Pur Salon — Christmas gifts for 22 children
Anonymous — Christmas gifts for a family
Jim and Linda McGrath — Christmas gifts for a family
Staff of Arbor Lakes Apartments — Christmas gifts for all members of four families
First United Methodist Church of A.H. — Christmas gifts for all members of three families, and an additional
$365 in Target, Walmart and gas gift cards
St. Thomas of Villanova Ministry of Care — Christmas gifts and $25 gift cards for 2 families
Presbyterian WWomen'’s Circle — $400 in Aldi, Target, and Walmart gift cards
St. James’ Women'’s Guilds
St. Bernadette Guild — Christmas gifts and gift cards for 2 families
St. Clare Guild — Christmas gifts for a family of five
St. Jude Guild — Christmas gifts for 2 families and in addition: $220 in gift cards for one, $225 in gift
cards for the other, and $200 in cash for other FCH families in need
St. Gerard Guild — Christmas gifts and gift cards for 2 families
Fabulous Fillies (Red Hat group) — $100 Aldi gift cards
St. James MOMS PLUS group — $260 in Aldi gift cards
PEQ Chapter LG - $150 in Aldi gift cards and $50 towards rent for Amie and $50 towards rent for Sara
Ed and Mary Cullen - $50 in Aldi gift cards
Lawrence and Sarah Szopinski - $50 in Aldi gift cards and $50 in gas cards
Lowell and Kitty Lovell - $100 for families'needs
Gary and Maria Grabarczyk — $545 in Portillo’s gift cards (for 15 families) and $500 donation for FCH families
Jean Krieter, slw — $50 cash donation for families
Joanne Fedewa, slw — $100 cash donation for families
St. John XXl Catholic Community — $380 in Aldi and gas gift cards
Anonymous gift — $100 in Aldi gift cards and $25 Target card
St. Edna Church - $3,150 in Aldi, Jewel, Kohls, Payless and Speedway gift cards
Women of St. Edna — Laundry basked full of a variety of baby items and clothing, 2 boxes of diapers,
and $45Walmart gift card (for Shanae, who is expecting her baby in February)
St. Edna Parish Qutreach Ministry — Christmas gifts and $25 gift cards for 5 families




A THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS THANK YOU!

The families have asked that we express their gratitude to you

(through more than 130 thank you notesl):

“What an amazing surprise for us to receive a turkey and complete
Thanksgiving dinner! | was going to make tacos. The turkey was

delicious. Thank you so much!”

“Thank you for your kindness and care in picking out Christmas gifts
for us — they were perfect. And so was our Christmas, because

of you.”

&
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“We have been SO blessed! Thank you for your goodness.”

“How wonderful to receive your gifts and gift cards. The joy of our children put tears in my eyes. Thank

you so very much and God bless youl!

“I can never repay what you have done for me and my family. Your gifts were outstanding, and your care

for us was even more special. Thank you.”

“Thank you for the joy you gave to my children at Christmas. It touched my heart.”

“Your care is Christmas — thank you for giving it to us!”

Family Accomplishments

We are happy to share with you some of the
accomplishments you have helped families
achieve through your generous support of FCH
(names changed for privacy purposes):

Diane and Sam are amazed at how great it feels to
be able to responsibly make all bill payments on time
and in full — on their own. For the two years they
have been with FCH, they were very cooperative with
their mentors, enjoyed learning and trying new ideas
that were suggested to them, were trained for better-
paying jobs, and steadily increased their savings.
They express their gratitude for all the help, support
and guidance they received through FCH.

As a CNA at Adolorata Villa, Julie continues to take
classes at Harper to advance in the medical field.
The balance of working and school has been difficult
but she is determined to succeed. She is taking
steps to pay off her debt. To date, she has paid off
two credit card bills, and continues to significantly
increase her savings.

Angelica is completing her nursing rotations at Good
Shepherd Hospital, and will graduate as an RN in
February. She will then work full-time in the hospital
as a Pediatric Nurse. For the past two years she has

been motivated to complete her studies in a field
she loves, while continuing to be the good, involved,
nurturing mother that she holds as her highest value.
She is succeeding very well in both.

Upon completion of two advanced levels of
certification in the welding field, George has almost
doubled his income and is much more financially
stable. His family is enjoying the difference this
makes for all of them — less stress, more joy, and
great pride and gratitude.

Ann has a new job after a year-long job search.
She is now working for Sears Home Services and
is enjoying the professional nature of her work. Her
debt is cleared and her savings is on the rise. Her
son is also working and now attends Harper College.

Kathy and Edwin financially “crashed” a few years
ago. Helost his business, and soon after, their home.
It has been an upward struggle for them since then.
They are working hard to rebuild their lives. They
have paid off a significant amount of debt, and he is
re-starting his business. FCH has reached out a hand
that helps them reach up in hope and confidence
again.
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This past year has been busy and energizing for us here at Faith Community Homes.
In 2017, we worked with 25 families, comprised of 32 adults and 44 children. While
our dedicated staff and volunteer mentors have kept very busy, great strides have
been made in helping families stay on course. We are grateful for the community
financial support that provides us with the needed resources to successfully work
with our families. The generosity of so many people has given us renewed inspiration
and enthusiasm to serve our neighbors in need.

But the year has not been without challenges. The most significant challenge has
been the rapid increase in area apartment rental costs while wages for our families
have remained generally flat. While not a unique problem to Arlington Heights and
Palatine, we are currently working on new initiatives that have the objective of
increasing family members’ education and skills development that will eventually
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Charles Wérner
Executive Director

lead to better paying jobs. It remains, however, a difficult balancing act for families as they endeavor to
remain employed, care for their children, and attend classes and/or training to improve their employment

situations.

As always, we are optimistic that the families we serve will continue to advance their lives successfully.
Through your continued financial support, we hope and anticipate that we will be able to assist more and

more families to improve their lives in a march toward financial stability.



